Environmental consultancy company Estonian, Latvian & Lithuanian Environment (ELLE)[footnoteRef:1], together with the Professional Association of Environmentalists of the World (PAEW)[footnoteRef:2] in Ukraine, is implementing the project “Renewables Acceleration Areas in Ukraine - a tool for green rebuilding”, financed by the Latvian development cooperation programme administered by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia. [1:  Official website: https://environment.lv/]  [2:  Official website: https://pae.com.ua/] 


Objective of the project: To contribute to promoting Ukraine’s alignment with the EU environmental and climate acquis by developing and implementing a national tool for identifying Renewable Acceleration Areas (RAAs) and using it to identify potential RAAs, ensuring compliance with the revised Renewable Energy Directive (RED III), environmental protection measures, and the principles of sustainable spatial planning.

The areas identified by the project can be considered as candidate RAAs, but they are not legally designated as Renewable Acceleration Areas within the scope of this project. Therefore, these areas do not automatically benefit from the accelerated permitting procedures foreseen for formally designated RAAs. 

Candidate RAAs could still be used for:
· An evidence base for future RAA designation, allowing the process to restart later without repeating all mapping and sensitivity work; 
· An input to national, regional and local spatial planning, showing areas where onshore wind may have comparatively lower environmental sensitivity;
· A guide for grid planning, including where future connections or reinforcements may be needed;
· A screening tool for public authorities and developers, helping them identify areas that may merit more detailed investigation;
· A basis for prioritising additional studies, particularly where biodiversity information or local data are incomplete;
· A tool for comparing alternative development areas and avoiding locations with greater environmental risk;
· A transparent record of exclusions, sensitivity criteria and data limitations.

	Till now several mapping projects have been conducted in Ukraine, each applying different methodologies and criteria to identify more suitable areas for wind farm development:
1) REZOMA[footnoteRef:3]; [3:  Official website: https://rezoma.mev.gov.ua/] 

2) Interactive map of renewable energy potential and investment attractiveness of green hydrogen projects[footnoteRef:4]; [4:  Official website: https://www.ive.org.ua/language/uk/interaktivna-mapa/] 

3) Cross-Border Renewables Acceleration Areas (RAAs) in Ukraine[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  Official website: https://www.energy-community.org/secretariat/budget/RAA/] 






